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     SOCIAL MIX 



      MIGRATION PHENOMENON 

 
Å SOUTH AFRICA IS REGARDED AS THE ECONOMIC GIANT OF AFRICA 
ςHENCE THE PULL TOWARDS IT. 

 

Å PEOPLE  WHO WANT TO FLEE DESPERATE SITUATIONS IN THEIR 
OWN COUNTRY TEND TO GRAVITATE TOWARDS SOUTH AFRICA. 

 

Å SOUTH AFRICA HAS A NUMBER OF PORUS BORDERS, PEOPLE COME 
IN AND OUT UNDETECTED ς LEAVES US SOMEWHAT VULNERABLE. 

 

Å THIS ALREADY MAKES IT AN ATTRACTIVE  OPERATION FIELD FOR 

TRAFFICKERS ς who can easily cross borders 

 



South Africa has 72 ports of entry. 

ÅSwaziland : 11 border crossings 

ÅLesotho    :  14 border crossings 



ÅThere are many holes in the fences round the 
Beitbridge Border because of the numerous 
border jumpers. 



 



ÅMany women especially who are usually guided 
through the bushes to get to the fences have 
been attacked by the ama-gumaguma who hide 
in the bushes, strip them 

    of their belongings and rape them.  

ÅOn our visit to Beitbridge the police took us 
through the fences and showed us the clothes 
strewn in openings of the thicket. The clothes 
ǿŜǊŜ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǿŜŀǊΦ 



 



 



ÅSouth Africa is commonly regarded as the main country 
of destination in the SADC region for human trafficking 

ÅAccording to ISS as many as 500 organised crime 
syndicates operate in South Africa.  

ÅMalawian women are sold by Nigerian syndicates to 
Germany, Italy and Belgium and this happens via South 
Africa. 

ÅSouth Africans are trafficked to Hong Kong and Macau 
(China) 

ÅThai women ARE debt bonded  in  

     Johannesburg, in Kwazulu- Natal, and port areas. 
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ÅSocio ð economic 
vulnerability  



Vulnerability of migrants, especially 
migrant  women 

ÅThere are migrants who could not make it in South 
Africa. Unfortunately they have learnt from the 
tactics of others and sent for relatives and sisters 
back home to earn money by prostituting them.  

ÅOne young woman invited  to South Africa by her 
boyfriend came along with her little baby and 
ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ǘǿƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŜŦǘ ŀǘ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ 
house while the young man took his girlfriend to 
answer a job offer. That was three years ago. She 
never returned. 

ÅWe are helpless in trying to trace the young woman. 



Vulnerability of children 

ÅGap between rich and poor is widening 
ÅPoor are getting poorer. 
ÅWhile Poverty is not a cause of human trafficking  it 

certainly is a push factor. 
ÅTraffickers tend to exploit the vulnerable in societies. 
ÅPoverty stricken parents/guardians tend to do things they 

normally would not do ς eg.  sell their children. 
ÅThere is also the critical situation of many children in the 

country. We have a lot of Street children who are used and 
abused and there are also drop outs from school. 

 
  



ÅChildren live in the streets as a result of fights at home 
or hunger ς no food at home or the like. 

ÅChildren are beaten by gangsters ς often gang raped 
and will eventually submit to do what asked. 

ÅThere are no official statistics of child trafficking in 
South Africa. 

ÅIt is estimated that 100 children are trafficked from 
Mozambique every month. 

ÅChildren are often brought to South Africa under false 
pretentions as has been the case with Zimbabwean 
children. 



ÅIt is estimated that between 28 000 and 30 
000 children are in prostitution in South 
Africa, half of them between the age of 10 and 
14 and the other half between 15 and 18 
years of age (CPU). 

ÅAs many as 26 000 children sold for sex. 





3 

 

LEISURE 



Traffickers capitalise on some leisure spots:   

 

ÅTaverns 

ÅSheebens 

ÅStrip Clubs 

ÅNight Clubs 

ÅSpending nights in hotels 

Å ( Brothels : illegal in South Africa). 

 



 



Leisure  - Increased Demand for sex. 
ÅLittle attention has been given to the demand 

side of trafficking or the dynamics of supply and 
demand. 
ÅThe trafficking process begins with the demand 

for women, or boys or young girls to be used for 
pleasure - prostitution for example. 
ÅIt begins when pimps place an order ς they 

contact someone who can deliver them ς is what 
initiates the chain of events of sex trafficking. 
ÅWhere the trafficking will occur is determined by 

the presence and activities of traffickers, pimps 
and collaborating officials running criminal 
operations. 
 
 

 



ÅPROSTITUTION IS ILLEGAL IN SOUTH 
AFRICA YET WE HAVE A THRIVING SEX 
INDUSTRY 



 SEX INDUSTRY 

 

TRAFFICKER 

PIMP 

DRUG DEALER RECRUITER 

CLIENTS 

CORRUPT BORDER 
OFFICIALS 

TAXI DRIVER/ TRUCKERS 

BROTHEL OWNER SEX WORKER 

HIRED RAPISTS 



Components of the Demand 

1. Men who buy commercial sex acts 

2. Exploiters who make up the sex industry 

3. The countries that are destination countries 

4. The culture that tolerates or promotes 
sexual exploitation. 
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        SOCIAL                
CONSTRUCTS 



Gender and Human trafficking 

ÁGender  for example  ς  is a social construct.    We are 
socialised into roles. 

             

Á  Some customs spur human trafficking eg. a form of 
Ukuthwala 



cults 
ÁCertain Beliefs & practices  to bring health and 

wealth.eg.   Child sacrifice is big business now in 
places. It depends on how the customer wants it done. 
Eg, a child can be buried alive on a construction site. In 
older days we used to hear that  it was the skull of a 
child that was used. 
ÅWitch doctors are now getting big sums of money from 

the new elite in a bid to increase their wealth. 
Á   Juju rituals on the continent are playing a part in the 

demand for  African children.  
Á(anti ς human sacrifice police task force now in 

Britain?). 
 
ÅSatanic cults 

 



Child Protection 

ÅThe African Charter of the Rights and Welfare 
of the childόмффлύ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀǎ άŜǾŜǊȅ 
ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ муΦΦέ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ 
ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 
particular care with regard to health , physical, 
mental, moral and social development, 
protection from abuse etc. 

ÅSouth Africa ratified the Charter on 7 January 
2000. 



ÅThere is the Social Assistance Act (1992) through 
the South African Social Security Agency(SASSA) 
to assist families, amended in 2008 to prevent 
children from taking to  the streets.  

ÅThe South African Schools Act ( 1996) made 
schooling compulsory for all children between 
the ages of 7 and 15 or until they have completed 
Grade 9 . Parents and guardians are obliged by 
this Act. 



 
 

Towards the elimination of  worst 
forms of child labour (TECL)  

 
ÅTECL is working with the NPA to strip 

perpetrators- of worst forms of child labour-of 
their ill-gotten gains in:  
Å-commercial exploitation,  
- use of children to commit crime 
- trafficking of children. 
 

 



 

 PROTECTION & ASISTANCE   

after exploitation / rescue  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SAFETY 

REINTEGRATION 

REPATRIATION 

ASSISTANCE 

COUNSELLING 

INFO 

COURT 

OTHER 

RECOVERY 


